
  

   

 

 

 

  

 

Welcome back to the newsletter. We trust that you are all well, and have 

been coping with your Isolation. As mentioned in the last newsletter, our 

scouting continues, and our wonderful leaders have been doing a sterling 

job in keeping scouting operational via on-line interaction. As there was 

some change in the isolation regulations, allowing small gatherings of 

members in the hall, we were expecting to be back to full time face to face 

scouting. Alas things have again changed and we are once more in a 

lock down. This means that we will not be resuming face to face scouting 

for now and will be observing rulings defined by Scouts Victoria and the 

Victoria Government. Despite this we can assure you that whatever the 

outcome, our leaders will ensure that they are adhering to all rulings, that 

all members are safe, and all hygiene requirements are employed when 

the time comes to meet again. 
 

 



 

Joeys at Home 

   

Our theme for this term was Environment. 

We started setting challenges 

for the joeys each week, with them carrying out the challenges and then posting 

photos of their progress. These included Anzac Day ‘Poppy wreaths’, making 

Anzac biscuits and Re growing veggies from vegetable scraps.  

We then began meeting on Zoom which was lots of fun.  

The joeys really enjoyed having scavenger hunts around the house, playing minute 

to win it games including seeing how many t shirts you could fit on in a minute.  

We learnt about frogs and read about Tiddalik the frog.  

We ended the term with a Teddy bears picnic night on zoom, where we shared a 

snack and met each other’s teddies and had a teddy bear parade with lots of 

awards for different categories.  

Although it was a very different term for all of us, the joeys and leaders were 

amazing at adapting to the new way of joeys.  



We look forward to meeting back in the hall next term and seeing everyone’s faces 

again.  

 

 

 
   



 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 

Zoom Meetings 
In the light of not being able to conduct meetings in the hall, the cub 

packs have been undertaking zoom meetings. Others have been very 

inventive filling in the time, and continuing with the scouting theme, 

celebrating Easter and Anzac day, and setting up camp at home. 
   

  



  

 

  



                

          



                                                  

                              

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Driveway Investitures 

In the spirit of keeping things moving in scouting, our 

Assistant Group leader Ken (Baloo) with both Judith 

(Akela) and Monique (Echidna), have been conducting " curb 

side" investitures. This involved the full ceremony, 

including the scout oath, and the presentation of  our group 

scarf and badges. 

A big welcome to Phoenix Kotze (Joey), and to Logan Kotze 

(Cub) . 

A second " curb side" investiture was also done and a big 

welcome to Bessie Copper Davies. And yet another (third) kurb 

side investiture, welcome to Gordon Moore. We hope you all 

enjoy your time with 1st Upwey Scouts. 
   

                                           Phoenix and 

Logan                                                                                                   

                        



                                     

  

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 



 

Scouts zooming through the Term 

 
 

 

The scout section started to meet " online" in the first week of the 

holidays, and this was despite a number of scouts having already been at 

home for a couple of weeks. We started with some challenges to do at 

home in between meetings (cooking, a story, puzzles and construction of 

campfire pot supports) and we also made the decision to have a troop 

council each week which will include our troop meeting. 

Our troop meetings, which have developed over time, have now formed 

into a clear structure, starting with our Acknowledgement of Country as 

our opening parade, ‘flag break’, followed by a game, time in 

patrols, troop time for jokes/riddles,photos of things made or cooked, 

proficiency badge presentations, badge presentations (where the badges 

are posted to our scouts), followed by a closing prayer by the duty patrol 

leader. 



We have played a variety of games including - ‘You have 4 minutes to go 

and find things that begin with each letter of the word …..’, a version of 

online Pictionary called ‘Sribbl.io’ and a number of Kahoot sessions. 

We have seen Declan’s rice curry, Declan/Nikolai’s pet dragon, and 

Ashton’s Anzac biscuits. We have also seen Hayden and Erin’s pioneering 

woodcraft, Violet’s enormous pet millipede, Alistair’s cat and Alina’s 

various tiaras and hair colour. Recent voting has decided that Violet 

should dye her hair jellyfish colour as a mark of respect for Anzac Day. 

What is jellyfish colour, you ask….well that’s where your creativity comes 

in!. We have learnt about Preserving Bones from Violet, Caring for a Dog 

from Bailey, Fire Safety from Patrick, Scouting in Finland and Japan 

from Alina and Writing and Performing Scripts from Ashton. We have 

further proficiency presentations over the coming weeks on Music, 

Collections and Art. All in all, we seem to have some very clever and 

interesting scouts!! 

 

We had a virtual tour of the Australian War Memorial and Anzac Cove 

(Anzac Cove is located in Turkey) for Anzac Day, and finished with a quiz 

about the Dardanelles, Kemal Mustafa Attaturk, and a few other things 

related to the history of Anzac Day. 

We have had a couple of weeks where each patrol has undertaken an 

activity, these activities are to be presented to the troop next Thursday. 

We will have a movie report, a cooking extravaganza and a Lego 

masterpiece! 

We have often had up to 16 scouts, compared to the normal 23-25 we 

would normally get at the hall meetings, which is a good turnout. 

Our troop councils have been well attended and useful for planning times. 

We have had a variety of people attend our online meetings at different 

stages, raising the number of scouts who have been able to attended to 

approximately 25 in total. 

 

We want to thank all scouts for their respective perseverance as we all 



worked out how to use Zoom, and to also thank parents for their 

assistance in setting things up where required. We acknowledge that 

some scouts have not had the equipment or internet capabilities available 

at our meeting times, and as a result not been able to engage in the same 

way that they would when meeting at the hall. We also realise that some 

scouts are probably a little over meeting online, in particular after 

completing their daily school requirements  

We are very pleased with the engagement and response over the last 7 

weeks when running meetings online. Our thanks go to the members of 

troop council who have been regularly involved in planning and running 

the meetings – well done Ashton, Patrick, Violet, Dylan, Erin, Blake 

Armstrong, Tamika and less frequently Fern and Blake Bridges! 

 

We have decided to meet just before dinner in order to allow family time 

after dinner when parents have finished work, and this has made it 

difficult for Michaela and Ross to attend meetings due to work 

commitments, so its sad that they have not been able to attend that often. 

Vicki and I have more flexible working arrangements which has made 

our attendance more practical. 

Nick, our new outdoor activity assistant, has also been busy over the past 

few weeks! You may remember, from the short introduction in the last 

newsletter, that he is an explosives expert. He has been busy at 

Hazelwood Power Station (one of our main electricity generation sites in 

Victoria) placing the charges to bring down all 8 of the huge 

chimney stacks. This will planned to happen on around the 27th May, so if 

you watch the news you should see video footage of his handiwork! 

We look forward to the time when we can get back outdoors again at the 

end of this term and as we move back towards normal meetings.We will 

be planning to start with smaller numbers on day hikes, and then moving 

into overnight hikes as the year progresses. 

 

Other scouts were also busy on-line, and once they returned to face to 



face schooling their scouting also returned to the 7.30pm time slot, and 

in the last weeks the scouts chose to do an activity in patrols i

n which they produced a short video or 

animation. We had an animation about our scout Troup, a music 

montage and a advertisement for fur-wash. 

These were present ed on our last week of 

term. For our final activity we did a Harry Potter virtual escape room. 

One Patrol managed to escape. 
   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Well term 2 started in a different way for venturers. Covid had locked down the 

scouting world so the venturers took to discord for a new look… Virtual venturing . 

We started with google slide presentation we split into groups and were given a 

random word to do a slide show on then we had to present another  groups  slide 

to the unit. Was very interesting to present on caviar, orange and why the venturer 

unit should get a goat. 

We played cards against humanity virtual style, we drew pictures on virtual 

Pictionary aka skribblio . By now we realised this lock down was going to last so 

we planned for the remainder of the term to be run virtually. 

We planned hikes and camps that can be used when open up again, we bought 



 

and introduced our pets or siblings and did jazzercise with Richard Simmons. We 

did a scavenger hunt, built virtual lego, made films on a scouting them, hosted a 

DVC and finished the term streaming Cool runnings. 

We held unit council elections and voted in our new council. Thank-you to outgoing 

council Blake, Aly, Gabby, Omara and Owen. Congratulations to our new council 

Owen, Zoe, Rohan, Adam and Hayden and good luck for your time on council. 

Holidays are upon us enjoy your break and see you at the hall next term. 

  
 

 

 

Nothing to report for Rovers this month 

  

 

 

Your committee. 
We have decided its was time to get to know more about your committee 

members, so each newsletter from now on will feature an introduction to one 

person from the committee. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Eric Yates - Maintenance Officer.  

                                                                                    

My name is Eric Yates, I live in Belgrave, and have done so for the last twenty 

eight years. I am a retired Radio Engineer and ex cub scout, having been 

a  member of the 13th Melbourne Scout Group a long time ago. My passion is for 

photography, and I enter photographic competitions, I like to read and study, 

and I have recently taken up Martial Arts. I am the Maintenance Officer with the 

group, and I have been a member of the 1st Upwey scout group for twenty years. 

The position of  Maintenance Officer involves the repair and maintenance of our 

Scout Hall both inside and out. This involves such chores as, replacement of old or 

faulty equipment, purchasing ancillary equipment, chasing quotations for 

repairs, liaison with local authorities, painting out of graffiti, gardening, and 

ensuring the general safety of the premises. Like a lot of the other committee 

members this is not my only level of involvement. I am also involved in assisting 

in fund raising and general operations to ensure the well being and prosperity of 

the group. I enjoy my association with the group, and will continue to do so as 

long as I am welcome and able. 

Gazebo Repairs 
Our Quartermaster - Ken Stanford has been busy again, ensuring that our 

equipment is safe and functional. Unfortunately our equipment does suffer from 

wear and tear in the course of its use, and sometimes requires attention. Our 

Gazebos have been showing some damage and our Quartermaster has been 

pulling then out, checking them for damage and taking them down to the repair 



 

shop. Wrestling with these beasts is not an easy job and we are grateful for his 

efforts. 
    

 
 

 

 


