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All the highlights from the end of 2018 
For this newsletter I’ve moved the Group Leader and Committee section up front. Why, you 

ask? Well, the power of work these people do regularly, and the mammoth tasks they have 

achieved recently, deserve to be showcased at the start of such a prestigious publication and 

not hidden at the back. 

From organising and managing the Christmas Tree sales, putting on a wonderful 

Christmas/End of Year BBQ for the entire group and families, totally re-modelling the kitchen 

over the summer break and just supporting the sections in general, their light can no longer 

be hidden under a bushel. 

Then following this is a brief environmental article and a reminder about our ALL Sections 

environmental activities that will be conducted at Birds Land this coming year. 

Many of the Scouts and their leaders attended Jamboree at Tailem Bend in SA over the break 

and we’ve got some coverage of that as well. 

As we head into a new year and we begin to find our routines again, it’s worth remembering 

that if your Joey, Cub, Scout or Venturer can’t make it for a week or two, please give the 

leaders a call/email to let them know. 

All the best for a safe and prosperous 2019, and I hope you enjoy looking back on the 

activities from Term 4, 2018. 



Christmas Tree Sales 
One of the biggest annual fundraisers for 

the Group as a whole is the sale of 

Christmas Trees. 

The total trees sold for the 2 weekends was 

216 along with 40 tree stands! A massive 

effort. The Jamboree fundraising group 

also sold 46 on the 3rd weekend.  

52 trees were pre-sold using the flyers 

designed and printed by Ken Stanford. 

These serve not only as pre-sale forms, but 

awareness of our sale and location. 

And the big bonus is that profit will just 

about pay for our contribution towards the 

new kitchen. 

 

Christmas BBQ 
Another group tradition is the All Sections 

(and families) Christmas/End of Year BBQ 

at Belgrave Lake Park to mark the end of 

another great year. 

The committee sizzled up the sausages and 

organised the catering once again, and it 

was well received. Thanks to everybody 

who helped on the night to make it another 

great occasion. 

**New Kitchen** 
Thanks to Ken Stanford 

Using funds from a 4 year interest free loan 

from Scouts Victoria, coupled with our own 

funds from fundraising ventures, the 

committee agreed to replacing the 

(somewhat) aged kitchen. 

 

After getting some quotes to have the 

entire job done for us as well as pricing the 



hardware and assembling the requisite 

skills, it was decided that we'd buy the 

hardware and undertake the works 

ourselves - within the Scouting family. 

 

Upon ripping out the old kitchen it became 

obvious that the floor would need 

replacing, as well as some asbestos 

needing to be removed. This was not in the 

initial plan! However, it was a necessary 

task and one that will make the kitchen 

usable for many years to come. 

 

The photos below show the progress from 

demolition through to the stages of fitout, 

plumbing and to where we are today - 

almost complete. 

 

Many thanks must be given to those that 

gave of their time. Special mention goes 

out to David Stow, Ken Stanford and Eric 

Yates. Bravo! 

 

Phil Davies Plumbing looked after us 

running the gas to the instantaneous hot 

water service along with the water and 

sewer connections. If you’re in need of a 

plumber, give Phil a call on 0407 805 314. 

Bunnings Scoresby gave a substantial 

discount to the kitchen hardware which 

was much appreciated. 

And thanks to Luke Eyles for the generous 

donation of the hot water service itself. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The group gets a defib! 
As part of a strategy driven by the Upwey 

Community Bank, the group will soon be 

installing a defibrillator. Just like those you 

see in sporting clubs and shopping centres, 

we’ll have an automated defib on site – just 

in case. 

At a modest cost of $500 to the group, with 

the additional $2,000 covered by the bank, 

this unit will ensure we can give life saving 

help if and when needed. 

The presentation will be made by the bank 

to the group on Monday 18th February. 

And remember, if you’re doing business 

with the bank, mention the group. More 

details at the end of the newsletter. 

Some housekeeping 
With 80+ youth members, 1st Upwey 

Joeys, Cubs and Scouts, the Foresters 

Venturer Unit and the Rover crews our 

Rovers call home are really thriving. The 

help provided by leaders of each section to 

one another, and between sections, has 

enabled the program for each section to be 

delivered as well as possible. 

Remember, the newsletter is published 

once per term. It is anticipated that the 

newsletter will (hopefully) be published 

during each term break. 

If you have any stories or photos you’d like 

included, please email me at 

michael@walkerfamily.id.au and I’ll see 

what I can do. 

  



Environmental activities 
From Tim Allchin 

Hi everybody, 

This year we start with a big project of replanting, counting, weeding, collecting seeds and a 

whole lot of other good environmental stuff at Birds Land ….which will be awesome….buuut 

have you ever thought what you do at home? It’s worth a think! 

There was a program on television talking about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch….heard of 

that? It is an enormous pile of plastic that floats on the Pacific Ocean about halfway between 

California and Hawaii. How big? It is twice the size of Texas or three times the size of 

France…..1.6 million square kilometres…. Check it out at www.theoceancleanup.com 

 

 

  

http://www.theoceancleanup.com/


How does that happen?…what could we do at home each day to change what ends up in the 

bin/waterways/oceans 

Here are a few thoughts about things to ponder at home. Could you as a family…do you 

already.. 

• Grow your own food and compost your waste? 

• Carry reusable cloth bags for shopping rather than getting more plastic ones? 

• Carry a reusable water bottle and fill it from the tap rather than buying plastic 

bottles of water? 

• Have some cutlery in your bag to avoid the plastic ones? 

• Use a refillable coffee cup rather than getting a disposable plastic one each 

time? 

• Use beeswax wraps rather than plastic cling wrap? 

• Have/use a metal  or bamboo or paper straw rather than plastic ones? 

• Take a paper bag to get bread put in rather than the plastic one? 

• Tried to line your bin with paper rather than using a plastic bag? 

  



Term 4 – where did it 
go? 

by Monique (Echidna) 

What a fast but wonderful term we had at 

Joeys! 

In Term 4 we worked on our Adventure 

Challenge badge. We had all kinds of 

adventures at the hall, in town and beyond! 

We had a unique experience of 

participating in an exclusive Race Around 

Upwey - the master mind Lisa (Daniel’s 

Mum) worked behind the scenes to keep 

the Joeys busy chasing clues, facing 

obstacles and tricky challenges all around 

Upwey for a chance to win the official Race 

Around Upwey trophy. Thanks Lisa for a 

great night! 

We visited Burrinja Cultural Centre where 

we learnt all about the motifs used by 

indigenous artist Minnie Pearle and her 

sisters. We also had some reflection time in 

the sensory garden and a play at the 

playground - we even recruited a new 

friend into Scouts - welcome Josh! Burrinja 

staff generously gave us an educational 

tour and their insights made the 

experience even better. 

Perhaps our greatest adventure was our 

first real bush walk to the Dragon Nests in 

Kallista - it was splendid weather and we 

had many parent and friend adult helpers. 

We encountered wallabies, kookaburras 

and lots and lots of yabby holes - not to 

mention the mysterious huge nests built by 

some clever creatures of the night. 

 

 

 



 

Our Culinary Adventure night saw our 

fearless Joeys trying all kinds of exotic and 

extreme foods – from pickled mussels to 

anchovies, dragon fruit, jalapeños, 

sauerkraut and salty Dutch liquorice (to 

name just a few!) - these kids really do have 

super taste buds- well done Joey Scouts! 

 

We are looking forward to continuing to 

learn more about endangered species such 

as the Powerful Owl, Yellow-bellied Glider 

and Platypus who live locally at Birds Land 

Reserve. 

We had our District Joey Scout canoeing 

day in December and we performed a 

Christmas concert at Menarock Aged Care 

in Upper Ferntree Gully. We were eagerly 

waiting for Christmas! 

Thanks to all our amazing families who are 

always willing to get involved and help out 

when we need and many many thanks to 

our great new leaders Simone and Sally - 

we are thrilled to have you on board. 

 

 

  



The Joeys out and 
about having a great 

time in Term 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



Leader Induction 
At the Christmas BBQ, we had the great 

opportunity to invest Anton and Pelyta as 

new leaders in our Cub Pack! 

 

 

 

Term 4 Cub Camp 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Christmas Feast walk 
around Upwey 

 

 

 

BBQ stop on the walking and eating a 

Christmas Feast around Upwey. The Viper 

and Susan hosted the pack with Jake & 

Elwood. 

 



Christmas Tree sales 
Cubs love selling Christmas trees and the 

public love seeing the youth members in 

uniform. These two were having a ball! 

 

  



Term 4 highlights 
by Vicki Morris  

In the final term of 2018 we managed to fit 

a lot in, with Jamboree, JOTA, hiking, 

wheelchair basketball, bubble soccer, a 

Japan night and more. We welcomed newly 

invested Scout Freya to our Troop and 

Advanced Lily from Cubs. We also had 

linking cub April join us and  Aiden trying 

out scouting. 

The Term started with a night of the 

Japanese martial art,  Kendo, followed by a  

Japan themed night including a Japanese 

Tea ceremony and guessing the flavour of 

the Japanese Kit Kats. Our Scout Leader Tim 

kicked off our Birds Land project that we 

will be doing has a whole group to restore 

the Platypus habitats down at Birds Land. 

Wedge Tail Eagles ran a survival night and 

Platypus Patrol ran a photo scavenger hunt 

through Upwey. The leaders ran a 

geocaching night where we had to find the 

M&M’s using a GPS.  

 

We had four wheelchair basketball players 

visit us. They talked to us about their 

disabilities and then showed us how to play 

wheelchair basketball. We had some Cub 

Scouts and Venturers join in the game. 

Fortunately the visiting basketball players 

slowed down for us.  

 

In recognition of Remembrance Day we 

had two serving Soldiers, who also happen 

to be Scout Leaders, run one of our Troop 

nights. We were shown their 

communications vehicle used for training 

and what they take in their hike pack. They 

talked to us about what it is like to be a 

soldier and we were able to ask them a lot 

of questions. We also had activities with 

maps and compasses and discussed how 

important it is to be accurate when relaying 

coordinates. 

Amazing Places hike 
by Erin Bedford   

We met at the hall on Friday night and 

drove to the caravan park at Kilcunda, 

where we camped the night. After a very 

wet start, on Friday night, the hike began 



with a burst of energy on Saturday morning 

as we started our walk from Kilcunda to San 

Remo. We were looking forward to having 

fish and chips for lunch with the seagulls, 

which we ended up calling thieves because 

they wanted to eat our food.  When we 

reached San Remo we had a little sit under 

a tree from all our hard work. The last hill 

was steeper than we thought it would be. 

A flock of seagulls chased Noah when he 

tried to put his rubbish in the bin because 

he had fed them some chips and they were 

looking for more. After lunch we headed 

for the caravan park were we would be 

spending the night. 

When we reached our second camp spot 

we were very tired, but then we had this 

sudden burst of energy when we were 

given the opportunity to have a go on some 

pedal powered buggies. We could have 

shared one, but we decided to take one 

each because we wanted to race each 

other and see if we could meet up again 

when we went our separate ways. The 

caravan park also had a games room, with 

table tennis, a Jumping Pillow and a 

playground. We spend the afternoon 

having fun in the caravan park. In the 

evening we cooked our dinner on the 

Trangia hike stoves. 

On Sunday morning we packed up camp. 

When we walked back over the bridge we 

saw people setting up for the 

Remembrance Day Ceremony at San Remo. 

As we were running ahead of schedule we 

had time to go to the ceremony and 

observe the minute's silence before 

catching the bus that would take us back to 

Ross's car. 

Even though it was an exhausting walk we 

still had beautiful views. We enjoyed the 

hike very much. 

Noah and I would like to thank Ben and 

Ross for organising and taking us on a 

fantastic hike.  

Eastern Health Xmas 
Party 

by Tim Allchin   

We helped out at the Eastern Health 

Christmas Party Day for Families where a 

parent has a mental illness as we do each 

year. Patrick and Arran assisted which was 

great and quite a few kids had a chat/fired 

the ballista/had a go on the billy cart/tried 

some knots/did 3 way tug of war. A great 

day, thanks to Pat and Arran!  

 

 



Australian Jamboree 
2019 – AJ2019 

by Vicki Morris  

On the 3rd January 2019 before midnight 

we were joined by Cobram and Carrum 

Down Scouts. We headed for Tailem Bend 

in  South Australia where we would meet 

the rest of our A104 Troop from South 

Korea. It was an added bonus having 6 

scouts and 5 leaders from the Wooha Orcas 

from Busan in Korea. 

Our site was easy to see from everywhere 

as we had this very big dead tree we named 

the Tree of Gondor. We were told Tailem 

Bend would be rocky so banging in pegs 

would be difficult, so we bought drills. We 

were told it would be hot, so we came 

prepared, with shorts, shirts, hats and 

sunscreen. We were told there would be a 

little dust. In Felicity’s words “ saying there 

was a little dust, is like saying there are ants 

when there is a bear”.  There was a lot of 

dust and a lot of wind to move the dust 

around into everything. We survived the 

dust on our food, Tailem pepper, and on 

our skin, Tailem Tan. These harsh 

conditions were totally outweighed by the 

incredibly awesome time we had, and we 

would all do it again. 

For offsite activities we went to 

Woodhouse, Adelaide and Wet and Windy. 

We went on a Dolphin Cruise, Sailing, built 

a bridge and more at these activities. 

Onsite, we had the Whiz where we could 

choose between activities such as escape 

rooms and performance activities. There 

was Bang, where we had activities like 



shooting with rifles and ice skating. The 

Cube had Climbing Activities and in Trades 

we could explore electronics, cooking and 

building activities. In Hi Tech we could do 

drone, radio, programming, metal 

detecting and more. 

 

We also had the Allawah Mall, with heaps 

of activities day and night and food. Best 

food was the donuts.  In the big stage we 

had acts like Justice Crew. On the 

international night we watched 

performances from around the world 

including Our Friends from Korea. Both 

opening and closing ceremonies had 

fireworks. The closing ceremony also 

included Girl Nation and the 360 Allstars 

which did cool tricks. 

 

Here are some comments from our 

Jamboree Scouts: 

Blake B 

“It was an awesome experience, really fun. 

The only thing that could make it better is 

no dust.” 

 

Blake A 

“It was really fun with everything to do 

except for duty patrol. My favourite part of 

the camp was the Mall with all the things to 

do in it.” 

Felicity 

“Donuts were great. Loved the fireworks. I 

liked the grass at Woodhouse, because it 

wasn’t dust. 

Erin 

“My favourite activity at jamboree would 

have to be Woodhouse because you got to 

escape all the dust that you would get 

covered in back at the jamboree site. I 

enjoyed meeting new people and hanging 

out with people I already knew. We even 

had one kid at Woodhouse who decided to 

go around and ask for peoples beans so we 

called him “bean boy” even though his real 

name was Hamish. 

My favourite part of the day at jamboree 

would have to be the evening because the 

air was a lot cooler and there was different 



activities you could do in the evening that 

you couldn’t do during the day. We also 

had another kid who would go around 

collecting high fives and from what we 

knew he always kept count of how many 

high fives he was up to. I also liked getting 

the opportunity to meet the Koreans.” 

Rylan 

“The coolest thing on jamboree for me was 

definitely meeting new people from all-

round Australia like WA,  Queensland and 

SA and having other Victorians in our  

group.” 

Arran 

“If I could describe jamboree in one word it 

would be… I actually can’t find a word, not 

that it was bland or boring, it’s like when 

too many people try to fit through one 

door, jamboree was challenging, fun, 

exciting and extremely dusty, almost 

everything we went to was all of the above 

and more, I would 110% recommend the 

next cubs or young scouts to enjoy the next 

jamboree in Victoria” 

Violet  

“After about an hour and a half on the bus, 

we arrive at woodhouse, which is sort of 

like a camp within a camp, my patrol had a 

blast doing all of the activities which ranged 

from giant swings, to inflatable slides, to 

mud obstacles, to low ropes, to flying foxes 

and much more! We camped in hike tents 

and were given ration packs to survive off.” 



Parkour 
We booked a group lesson for a Sunday 

morning session. We met at Southbank for 

a 10am start on a Sunday morning for 2 

hours of Parkour instruction. 

  

The two instructors were top notch and the 

group had a ball. The instructors were 

constantly taking note of who was getting 

it and who needed some further assistance 

and made the group all feel great about 

their achievements.  

 

Another great thing was to see the general 

public reactions. Some were non-plussed, 

others were happy to see kids out and 

enjoying themselves while some were 

shocked (horror) that kids would be 

tumbling around, walking along the top of 

walls etc (all under the watchful eye of the 

instructors who had the whole situation 

sussed!) 

 

It was a great morning out and I'm sure 

we'll be back again. 

 

 

 



Cub Fright Night 
Every Halloween, all the Cub Packs in the 

Sherbrooke Forest District descend upon 

one scout hall for a themed Halloween 

event. 

2018, it was the turn of Ferny Creek and 

Guido, their Cub Leader, asked if Foresters 

could lend a hand. 

With the promise of food, tying Cubs in 

toilet paper and general hilarity, they 

agreed. Here’s the result. 

 

 

 

 

  



Construction 
Occasionally, Venturers like to prove to 

others (and themselves) that everything 

they learnt as a Scout has not been 

forgotten. 

I give you our Construction Night winners. 

Build the single tallest free-standing 

structure possible! 

 

Sorrento Beach Camp 
For ages, the Venturers in the District have 

been threatening to hold a District Camp. 

Well 2018 was the year it finally happened! 

We stayed at the Sorrento Sea Scout Hall, 

spent some time at the beach, ate some 

wonderful meals cooked by the Venturers 

(bring out the BBQ and they come running 

with tongs!), played some barefoot bowls 

at the local club and just spent the 

weekend relaxing. Here’s a few snaps! 

 

 

 

 



 



SISEP – Scouts 
International Student 

Exchange Program 
by Brendan Jahn 

1,160 hours might sound like a long time to 

some people. But when it’s your time 

abroad it seems to go by like the snap of 

your fingers. Spending six weeks in 

Denmark was the greatest experience of 

my life. I met so many great and friendly 

people, ate so many delicious (and some 

disgusting) flavours, and saw so many 

incredible places, all done through WOSM 

and Venturing.  

 

School in Denmark was crazy, minimal 

respect for authority, lunchtime walks to 

the local supermarkets, all in a language 

that sounded like a bunch of people with 

potatoes in their throats (not kidding).  

 

To be honest with you, I spent most of it 

talking to my fellow Australian friends, 

watching YouTube or watching Sherlock on 

Netflix. Of course, I learnt a lot from time in 

school, just not the curriculum, more 

learning and experiencing Danish culture 

and tradition surrounding life and 

education.  

 

 

Scouting, on the other hand, was a much 

more practical experience. Even though I 

was only there for 4 meetings, I 

experienced a completely different culture 



and method to that in Australia. We learnt 

different methods of building fires, to 

cooking pork stir fry to selling Christmas 

Trees to the local community.  

 

Christmas was also a huge part of my time 

in Denmark, being there for the whole of 

December, from all the decorations going 

up on November 30th, to the tree on the 

22nd, and the sad demise of the 

decorations on the 28th. Christmas in the 

Rosbæk family consisted of 2 dinners and 2 

lunches spread out over a massive four 

days, full of food, presents, games, alcohol 

and more food.  

 

Christmas soon turned into New Years, and 

we prepared to usher in 2019 with another 

big dinner and fireworks. As the drinking 

age is 16, I sampled some local apple cider 

while reminiscing over Wii Sports and 

Mariokart, while periodically letting off 

fireworks between each dinner course. As 

the event neared, we gathered around the 

TV, champagne in hand, counting down the 

seconds. I dished out some hugs, then 

downed my glass and ran outside to soak in 

the sights and sounds of hundreds of 

firework shells exploding all around the 

surrounding streets. We joined in on the 

action, unleashing firework batteries, 

‘screaming witches’ and dozens of shells 

into the midnight black sky. All of the little 

crackers that no one wanted were dumped 

into a single box, dubbed ‘The Bomb’, then 

set on fire in a cloud of smoke, light and 

booms. As the festivities died down, I took 

the opportunity to reflect on my year, and 

most importantly, my time in Denmark, 

because before I knew it, I was at the 

airport, bidding farewell to the family who 

had taken me in and kept me fed, warm 

and dry over the past 6 weeks.  

 

It’s hard to say goodbye to people who 

you’ve become so close with over a short 

period of time, and I’m not going to lie, I 

cried. I’d just spent 6 full weeks living in a 

completely different country, with a 

completely different language, and a 

completely different culture, and I loved 

every single second of it.

  



 


