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As we come out the other side of winter… 
The cold and wet weather has not hampered our enthusiasm for adventure and the outdoors. 

Term 3 has been just as busy as the earlier terms, as you’ll see inside. Term 4 will include 

some more preparation for those lucky Scouts (and adults) heading to Jamboree; many more 

outdoor activities making use of the nicer weather and longer days as well as the end of year 

BBQ for all youth members and families. This will be held at Belgrave Lake Park on Monday 

17th December. Make sure to keep an eye on your programs for the weekly adventures! 

And for those families who have a youth member that is nearing the top age for their current 

section, remember to have a chat with the leaders of the current section and the next section 

about linking, advancing and any questions you may have. We have great Joey Scout, Cub 

Scout, Scout and Venturer sections in the group as well access to a number of Rover Crews 

for those Venturers about to turn 18. 

Who are we? 
With 80+ youth members, 1st Upwey Joey Scouts, Cubs and Scouts, the Foresters Venturer Unit and the 

Rover crews our Rovers call home are really thriving. The help provided by leaders of each section to one 

another, and between sections, has enabled the program for each section to be delivered as well as possible.  

Remember, the newsletter is published once per term. It is anticipated that the newsletter will (hopefully) 

be published during each term break.  

If you have any stories or photos you’d like included, please email me at michael@walkerfamily.id.au and I’ll 

see what I can do. 

mailto:michael@walkerfamily.id.au?subject=SCOOP%20newsletter
http://bit.ly/2xzICsf


By Monique (Echidna)  

Care & Share 
Our Joey Scouts have had an exciting term 

exploring the Care and Share Joey Scout 

theme. 

We kicked off term with Joeys bringing 

along a collection of their own to share 

with their mob - we had collection of soft 

toys, bey blades, books. It was a great 

chance to learn some more about our 

fellow mob members and as always, the 

Joeys were so kind and enthusiastic in 

sharing their precious collections and 

encouraging each other. Kookaburra and I 

were so proud! 

Mini Market 
A major highlight of our term was our mini 

market in which each Joey ran a market 

stall to raise money for a cause important 

to them. We had cupcake decorating, 

biscuits, popcorn, a costume and book stall, 

a lucky dip, crafts, Lego building, a drawing 

activity. The Joeys and parents and leaders 

brought along money to spend at each 

other’s stalls and we had a terrific evening 

enjoying lots of fun and treats. All up we 

raised $160 which was divided between 4 

charities of the children’s choices: The 

Cancer Council, The Asylum Seeker 

Resource Centre, Upwey CFA and Aussie 

Helpers supporting farmers effected by 

drought. 

We also had a fun night with 5 cent pieces- 

which we played with in all sort of ways 

including lining them up, relay racing them, 

coin tossing and more. The 5c pieces will be 

donated to the Angliss Hospital with a view 

to decorating the paediatric short stay 

area’s new whiteboard with magnets. 

Great work Joeys!!! 

Visit to Menarock Life 
We had a great evening visiting the elderly 

residents at Menarock Life in Upper 

Ferntree Gully where we shared some 

drawings we made of our favourite things 

(which started some great conversations!) 

and sang the song ‘The Quarter Masters 

Store’ many times personalised for each 

resident. We had feedback from the staff 

that the residents were thrilled to have us 

so we look forward to visiting again in 

December to provide some Christmas 

cheer. 

National Tree Planting 
Day 
The Yarra Ranges Council kindly donated a 

plant for each of our Joeys to plant for 

National Tree Planting Day – we have been 

diligently caring for our trees planted in the 

green space behind the Angler’s Hall - the 

plants had a bit of a rocky start after our 

generous application of water absorbing 

crystals and subsequent watering bulged 



them out of the planter holes but most 

seem to have survived - phew! 

Dads & Special Friends 
On our Dads and special friends’ night we 

played hockey, ‘hoopy’ paper rock scissors 

and made our own pizzas- followed up with 

ice cream of dessert served by very cute 

and friendly Joey helpers. Thanks to the 

Queens in the kitchen who cooked our 

creations - it was a mammoth effort, very 

much appreciated. 

Monster Scout Raffle 
Some of our Joeys had the opportunity to 

learn the art of suggestive selling outside 

Maxi Foods in August - we sold those raffle 

tickets out in no time! I wonder if we won 

anything?!?! We better look that up... 

Teddy Bear Picnic 
Our final activity this term was a bring a 

friend Teddy Bear picnic- there was lots of 

singing, bear stomping, bear cuddling and a 

special award for each bear attendee 

ranging from ‘most cuddly’ to ‘most loved’ 

and everything in between. We also had 

fun making and eating bears in race cars 

too - yum! 

Thanks to you 
Thanks to our amazing parents who 

provide such great support to us as leaders 

and get the kids organised, so we can run 

these exciting and worthwhile activities. 

Another shout out to Riley our Venturer 

helper who ends up in so many bizarre 

situations in his role as helper and 

occasional Joey stand in when we have 

uneven numbers, and someone needs a 

partner - hats off to you! 

Kookaburra (Emily) 
Sadly, Kookaburra will be returning to live 

in Geelong, closer to her family, in October. 

We will miss her dearly and her patient, 

kind and fun-loving nature in the role of 

Joey Leader at 1st Upwey. We hope she 

continues her leadership role with a lucky 

group in Geelong! 

Term 4 
Next term we will have Simone and Sally 

helping out at Joeys, so you can look out for 

some new faces in our mob leadership 

team. 

Till then! 

Yours in Scouting, 

Echidna (Monique)



By Karen W 

Cubs in Term 3 
The Cubs have been busy during term 3 

participating in activities designed around 

our 'Save the World Theme'. 

Some of the many activities included: 

- Make your own survival food, where 

Cubs had to make up scroggin from a 

range of ingredients. 

- The Cubs visited the Animal Aid 

shelter at Coldstream and had a tour 

of the facility. The Cubs made a 

donation of a large bag of dog 

biscuits to be used in the shelter. 

- The Cubs were joined by their dads 

for a fun night of games for Father's 

Day. 

- In line with our Save the World 

theme, the Cubs brought in 

hundreds of unwanted toys and 

games and swapped them with 

other Cubs. The division of toys was 

decided by a show of hands for those 

cubs that wanted the item. If more 

than one cub wanted a particular 

item, it was decided by rock, paper 

scissors. Everyone went home happy 

with their new toys. 

- The Cubs enjoyed a sleepover at the 

district hall with Kallista Cubs. 

 

Poo Farm 
One of the unexpected highlights of the 

term was our visit to the sewage treatment 

plant at Patterson Lakes. The Cubs and 

their parents were taken on a fascinating 

tour of the facility by Ken's friend and 

neighbour who works at the plant.  

 

We followed the process from the 

beginning where the effluent first enters 

the plant, right through to the end where 

the almost drinking quality water is ready 

to be released into the ocean. Thanks Ken 

for organising this experience for us. 

 



Grey Wolves 
During the term we had two Cubs complete 

their Grey Wolf awards. One of the last 

requirements for this is a hike organised by 

the cub. Lily Walker conducted her hike at 

Lysterfield Lake Park and Zach Prochazka 

led his hike at Grants Picnic Ground.  

Lily’s hike 

 

Zach’s hike 

 

Lily was presented with her Grey Wolf 

award on the last week of the term. Thank 

you to those who attended this special 

occasion. 

 

 

Bike Hike 
Our final event for the term was the Bike 

Hike from Mt Evelyn to Yarra Junction. Due 

to a minor wrong turn and correction, most 

Cubs and parents cycled 37km by the end 

of the day. A mammoth effort for all 

participants. We were all treated to a BBQ 

at the end of the day. 

  



By Vicki M 

Term 3 
Term 3 turned out to be as busy as any 

other. We were able to meet with several 

other Scout Troops this term, completed 

Fantastic Race (feast) and Cohen Shield. 

We welcomed linking Cubs April and Lily 

and invested new Scouts Kevin, Nicolai, 

Declan and Xavier. Aiden and Freya also 

tried out Scouting with us this term and are 

to be invested next term into our Troop. 

We have new PLs this term Ezekiel for 

Lyrebirds and Zoe for Kookaburras. Later in 

the term Patrick became acting PL of 

Wedge Tail Eagles while Felicity was acting 

Senior scout as this Patrol prepares for a 

change in leadership in Term 4.  

The program this term was constantly 

changing with our planned hike followed by 

investitures in the first week having to 

change due to the weather. In the Scouting 

spirit the Scouts decided to try volleyball 

indoors in the scout hall instead followed 

by sausages and the investitures. Kendo 

kept shifting around and then jumped to 

first week next term. For those Cubs 

Linking this is a good fun night to try.  

Wedge Tail Eagles organised a board game 

night with Patrols against Patrols rotating 

around through games of Articulate, 

Spoons, UNO, Venga (Venturers Jenga) and 

cheat. Lyrebirds ran a Navigation and 

Proficiencies night. 1st Selby Scout Troop 

joined us for a Fire Night run by Redbacks. 

CFA Visit 

Platypus patrol organised a visit to the CFA 

where we checked on the Fire Trucks, 

learnt about what the CFA at Monbulk do 

and we got to cut up a car with the Jaws of 

life.  

Masterchef 
Scorpions ran the anticipated Masterchef 

Cake off challenge. Cakes were cooked in 



the oven, camp oven and Trangias. Cakes 

were judged by participation, using the 

Patrol system, taste and decorations. 

Winning Patrol was Lyrebirds with the 

scout decorated cupcakes.  

Mosque Visit 
Later in the term we had a visit to the 

Mosque in Lysterfield. We were joined by 

parents and the Fawkner Scouts. The Iman 

talked to us about what Islam is and we 

were able to ask questions on their religion 

and visit the prayer room.  

Night Hike 
Our night hike to Birdsland started with us 

meeting scouts from 2nd Clifton Hill at the 

Upwey Station on a Friday evening, we 

helped them with their gear to our scout 

hall where we set up our sleeping gear. 

After introductions we started our journey 

from the Scout Hall to the top of Sunset 

Strip in Birdsland where we could see the 

whole of Melbourne. We stopped here for 

our Scouts Own, which was difficult to hear 

in the wind, then walked back to the hall for 

a good sleep after a hard walk.  The next 

morning, we had egg and bacon for 

breakfast then waved our new Scout 

friends goodbye from the station. 

Cohen Shield 
Erin’s Eagles participated in this year’s 

Cohen Shield. Erin (PL), Blake A (APL), 

Georgia, Blake B, Bailey and Xavier 

achieved a Silver. Well done. Activities 

included navigation, First Aid, construction, 

cooking, Scouting skills and bike riding. We 

also joined in with the other Patrols for a 

wide game organised by Foresters 

Venturer Unit and socialised around the 

camp fire. 

 



Fundraising 
Our fundraising for Jamboree continued 

with a movie night organised by Violet. This 

turned out to be a great night with Joeys, 

Cubs and Scouts there. There were lots of 

prizes handed out as well as a very funny 

movie to watch. The night went so well, we 

plan to do it again so keep an eye out in the 

hall for the next Movie night. 

AJ2019 – Troop 
announcement 
Towards the end of term our Jamboree 

Troops were announced. Our Troop is A104 

with Scouts from 1st Upwey, 13 Scouts 

from 1st Carrum Downs and 4 scouts from 

Cobram with a possibility of more scouts 

joining us.  

Laser Tag 
The term ended with Laser Tag at Dark 

Zone we invited Venturers, our old 

Jamboree friends Wirringga Scout Troop 

and met with our new friends 1st Carrum 

Downs Scout Troop.  

 

  



Kallista Venturers – 
where did your flag 
go? 
At the recent ARAP for 1st Kallista, a 

mysterious presentation was made to the 

Foresters Venturers that are from that 

group. 

At some point in the past the 1st Kallista 

Venturer Unit flag was ‘lost’. A call to the 

group leader earlier this year by a member 

of the Monbulk RSL who had ‘found’ it led 

to a discussion about returning it. 

And so it was that as Julian, Zac C, Poppy 

and Oliver C were presenting the Venturer 

report to the ARAP, some members of 

Monbulk RSL returned the flag to its 

rightful owners. 

 

What probably started as a joke many 

years has finally resulted in the flag coming 

home. 

The flag is now hanging up in the Upwey 

Scout Hall until it can take pride of place in 

a renovated Kallista Scout Hall. 

Cathedral Ranges 
camp 
During August we had planned to be rock 

climbing in the Grampians with the state 

rock climbing team. Unfortunately, that 

trip was booked out. So, we had a quick 

change of plans and headed to the 

Cathedral Ranges. 

 

We used the weekend as an opportunity 

for a Venturing Skills weekend as well as a 

relaxed weekend away. 

While most of the group headed out on a 

day hike, Julian and Riley P stayed back at 

camp relaxing and preparing a slow cooked 

dinner on the camp fire – pulled pork! 



 

The day hike had everything – sunshine, 

rain, hail and wind – sometimes all at once! 

 

Saturday night saw the weather really take 

a turn and Sunday was a washout. Given 

the conditions we decided to beat a hasty 

retreat for home. On the way we 

encountered snow on the top of the Black 

Spur and stopped so that some of the 

Venturers could have their first snow 

adventure (however brief). 

It was a great weekend, despite the 

weather, and that dinner will be talked 

about for some time to come. 

 

  



Top Gear Venturer 
Words by Hayden Z 

Photos by Matt A 

We started off the weekend with parade 

for all participants, then we immediately 

jumped into the activities.  

 

Our first activity was Motorkhana which 

was manoeuvring around cones and 

following various path. The idea was not to 

hit the cones, or you would be given 

additional time onto your score.  

 

Other activities included Hot Laps – in a 

MudBash car with the driver taking you as 

fast as they could around the track.  It felt 

like you were going faster than you were.    

 

Car Control, where you had to drive around 

three cones, you could do it in any order 

you liked – but watch out for the trees!  

 

The 4WD experience had us as passengers 

in a four-wheel-drive and you got to see 

how much the vehicle could handle.  

 

My favourite activity was Hot Laps, I have 

never gone around corners this fast before 

and I loved going high speeds. 

 



VA Exped 
Word by Blake W 

Photos by Zac C 

On the September 25th Zac and I joined 

Abbey, Sarah and Ben (from another 

Venturer unit) on Abbey’s VA Exped. We 

set off to Wilsons Prom. After the long 3-

hour car ride we finally got to our campsite 

where we would be staying the night. After 

cooking one of the weirdest dinners ever (it 

tasted like bug spray and we couldn't work 

out why) we went for a night walk and then 

went to bed. 

 

The next morning, we got up bright and 

early, packed up our tents and sorted our 

food situation for the next few days. After 

breakfast, we got a lift to Telegraph Saddle.  

Once there, we started our journey 

towards Little Waterloo. On our way we 

saw some of the most spectacular views - 

mountain ranges, beautiful beaches with 

white sand and bright blue green water 

that shimmered in the light. We stopped 

for lunch on a beach near Refuge Cove 

which was beautiful. The weather just 

made things even better. It was warm and 

sunny.  

 

Once we got to Little Waterloo Bay it was 

5pm and we were all wrecked! We set up 

our tents then a few of us had a look 

around while it was still daylight, and then 

we had dinner and went to bed.  

 

The next day was not quite as amazing -  

spending a few hours walking on flat 

ground until we reached the access road 

and walk along that until we got back to 

Telegraph Saddle. 

That was our hike. I really enjoyed it and I 

hope that next time we can do it over a few 

more days. I'm keen to do it again! 

  



  



Leader Build 
5th and 6th of September saw the group 

invite all current families and friends to 

(one of) two important meetings about the 

future of our Group. We had a good 

response, and despite the poor weather on 

the Thursday, the turnout was good across 

both nights. 

It was important that at least one parent 

from each family – but preferably both – 

attended one of these meetings. Without 

proactively planning for our future, and 

those people within our group, we run the 

risk of not being able to successfully plan 

for succession, 

From these meetings we saw: 

- 5 parents consider becoming leaders 

across the Joey, Cub and Scout 

sections (with 2 more indicating this 

is something they are keen to pursue 

in the future) 

- 16 parents indicate that they want to 

help behind the scenes 

- 2 offers of a donation to the group 

We need to constantly be looking to the 

future in all areas of the group. We are 

temporary custodians of a group with a 

very rich heritage, and it is our 

responsibility to continue that. 

 

Armstrong 500 
Armstrong 500 is an annual Venturer hiking 

competition camp held at Labertouche 

each September. 

As a group, several of our leaders and 

committee members have organised and 

run activities across the weekend, while 

also using the opportunity to camp on site 

and enjoy the outdoors. 

This year’s theme was Star Wars, and one 

of the props was Sally (a mannequin re-

purposed as CP3O for the weekend). 

 

 



Q store annex  
Work in the Q store annex continues at 

pace. Further racking has been installed 

and the carpet (if you could call it that) was 

totally removed. 

The room and the equipment in it have 

been totally re-organised to make it 

simpler and safer for storage and 

taking/returning gear. 

It might seem like a little thing to some 

however; this was a pretty big task and will 

make life easier for all sections as the use 

of a single Q store was no longer practical. 

BIG thanks to all who helped. 

Foyer tidy up 
As you enter the hall, we like to put our 

best foot forward. With many awards and 

honour boards to proudly display, this can 

become a challenge. 

Several weeks ago, a couple of our fearless 

leaders spent a Friday evening re-

arranging, re-attaching and generally 

sprucing up the foyer to give it a makeover. 

All our awards are still proudly displayed, 

along with the new board displaying 

photos of our leaders (thanks to Lily for her 

Grey Wolf resource), and they are now in 

some kind of order and securely affixed to 

the walls. 

 

  



  



 


